
in  C a n t a b r i a  -  S p a i n



After working twelve years with Antarctica’s
landscapes, Andrea Juan moved to Cantabria 
to carry out her new art project. 

Deeply moved by the prehistoric art records and 
the marvelous landscapes she has created 
this experience, so that all, who wish to 
share it, can discover, feel and create 
art in this environment.

connects artists, students of art from all disciplines, 
photographers, designers, and curious and 

enthusiastic people to the magic of art in the caves, 
the environment and nature.
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... the most important prehistoric art in the world 
in the caves of Altamira, Covalanas and El Castillo. 
The latest scientific research dates back 40,000 
years. 

There, the homo-sapiens developed the necessary 
materials for drawing, painting, printing and carving, 
leaving us this impresive legacy. 

Imagine that man or woman, without precedents, in 
the darkness of a cave, in an uncomfortable place, 
with rudimentary tools. At that time, that artists 
created this wonder that you will be seeing, feeling 
and experiencing.

Explore...

Modern and contemporary artists 
were influenced by them…

”After Altamira all is decadence…”
                                Plablo Picasso



Discover astonishing places and live a new creative experiences. 

In Source of Ebro, Sequoia´s Forest, Cantabrian Mountains, Marshes, Estuaries, Beaches and 
Cliffs in Noja, Ajo and Liencres.

Giant sequoias grew far from their natural habitat, drawing mandalas in the sky. 

A river flows out from the rocks to transform itself in one of the most important rivers in Spain.  

Forest and mountain will give us their magic, like they did thousands of years ago to the early 
man and woman, the former artists…

Feel the movement of the tide as an unstopped dance of nature, in the sea, beaches, cliffs and 
marshes.

Connect 
with the
rhythm 
of 
nature



Accompanied and nourished by Andrea Juan, you´ll develop your artwork  
while engaging with the environment.

All disciplines of art will find here the necessary conditions for a sublime 
act of creation.

You´ll be able to develop a preconceived project or start a new one inspired 
from this experience. 

Each location in Cantabria, impregnated with its mythological fable, will 
offer you an absolutely different scenario that will generate changing 
sensations and unleash your imagination. 

The most important thing will be the magnificent experience of 
creativity you will get to live here. You will be amazed!!

Create 
your own 
artwork



Calendar

• Day 1º Welcome!!!...We´ll meet to share overviews, warm and infor-
mal talk to know each other and prepare for a fantastic and thrilling week.

• Day 2º  Altamira Neo Cave and National Museum
We´ll have the first contact with the origin of the art. We´ll visit Neo Cueva and 
receive information about the prehistoric art at the Interpretation Center of the
National Museum. 
We´ll stop by Santillana del Mar, a medieval city close to Altamira.
We will then meet after the visit to share the experience and discuss about each 
project and their starting points.

• Day 3º  Caves of  Covalanas and El Castillo
We´ll continue with visits to Covalanas and El Castillo. We´ll feel the authentic emo-
tion of seeing the originals artworks from the ancient age in an intimate scenario.
We´ll discuss and share those strong emotions. The number of visitors in each 
group to enter the cave is very reduced, this will intensify our experience.
We´ll prepare the materials to develop each of the projects.

• Day 4º  Source of Ebro River
Let the river and your imagination run.
Your work will be in progress in the source that generates the river, surrounded by 
its leafy forests that multiply when reflected on the mirror of the water. 
We´ll stop by in Juliobriga, Roman ruins that are very close.

• Day 5º   Sequoias´s Forest
The light passes through these giants and drawings are created in the sky.
Another day and another artwork developed in an amazing and different scenario.
A site specific in an environment of fantastic tales.

• Day 6º   Picos de Europa Mountains, Fuente Dé
From the highest point and closeness to the sky.
If the scenario changes… Are you making the same piece?
Your points of view at 2000 meters above sea level will be modified…

• Day 7º  Marshes and Estuaries in Ajo
The rhythm of life in the tides. 
Twice a day the sea water floods the marshes and then retreats back to the ocean. 
This is a continue dance that water and earth gift us.
A site of privilege to generate a new and different dialogue with your proposal.

 • Day 8º  Noja, Liencres and Isla, cliffs and beaches
The power of the Cantabrian Sea and the wind of the north have carved, on the 
rocks, amazing shapes on the cliffs that you can incorporate in your artwork.

Last day. You have carried out your artwork in these magnificent, 
magic and powerful scenarios.

• Day 9º End of the art experience. Breakfast. Final presentation 
of the artworks and delivery of certificates.



• The art experience will be developed in nine days (eight nights) and the dates 
      are limited.

• The  groups will be small, of 4 people, and guided all the time.

• A printed certificate of participation will be given to participants.

• Artists will be part of the international network Sur Polar.

• You can share and comment before hand your ideas, projects and concerns 

        with us through Skype, Whatsapp or e-mail. 

• You should bring your materials and  necessary tools to develop your pieces. 

• The artworks and pieces must be respectful and careful of the environment.
      and after the work done, the landscape should remain as it was before your action.  

• We´ll work in public areas, so,it is necessary  to follow the local regulations 
      that we´ll inform you opportunely.

• It is no allowed to take photographs inside the caves, but you can sketch.

• The organization reserves the right to modify the calendar or places to visit.

Some details 
about the 
art experience



The Caves
Altamira 
Altamira is the epitome of human creative spirit and excellence. All the essential 
features of art converge at Altamira. Here we find artistic techniques of drawing, 
painting, engraving, the treatment of shape and use of the medium, large formats 
and three dimensionality, naturalism, abstraction and symbolism. 

Neo Cave of Altamira
Since 2001 the visitors only can access to a rigorous and accurate three dimensional 
replica of Altamira Cave, made in the same environment and based on scientific 
knowledge and executed using a very sophisticated technology.
The Neocave, was made to assure the preservation of the original and presents 
Altamira as it was between 40,000 and 13,000 years ago, when it was inhabited by 
various groups of hunter-gatherers. A visit to the cave allows visitors to discover the 
living environment of its settlers and the beauty of their cave art. 

Cave of Covalanas
Covalanas is called the cave of the red deer because it presents several figures made 
with red fingerprints dots. 
The freshness of the red colour, the large size of the motives, the dated outline of the 
animal contour and the concentration of the figures in a well-defined area, envelope 
the visitor in an environment of mystery and shelter. When you enter in the cave, in 
the penumbra; it seems that the figures come alive as if they wanted to escape from 
the rock.

El Castillo
The interior of the cavity contains one of the most singular and important sets to the 
European prehistory. Its more than two hundred seventy five figures all corresponding 
to the dawn of the presence of Homo Sapiens in Europe, it represents an underground 
walk through the origins of symbolic thought, abstract mind and artistic expression. In 
addition to the profusion of animal figures, signs, geometric forms or abstractions are 
abundant. Rectangular forms and clouds of dots are emphasized.

Places where we´ll work...

The landscapes
Source of Ebro River
The Ebro is one of the most important rivers in the Iberian Peninsula. Its source is 
surrounded by a natural and pleasant evergreen forest.
It is a source of natural water, a spring that rises from the rock and drains to a reservoir 
that mirrors the sky...A magical space for your work...



Sequoias Forest
Situated onto the Cabezon Mont, there is an amazing forest created by man 
several decades ago.
On an irregular terrain of 2, 5 hectare (of 6, 18 acres) is located a leafy forest 
of these robust and exotic trees of about 50 meter (164 ft.) of height.
The filtrations of the solar rays between the majestic foliage originate an 
interesting and changing suit of light and shades.

Picos de Europa Mountains, Fuente Dé
In the heart of the Cantabrian Mountains, in the Picos de Europa National Park, 
at 1000 meters of altitude (3300 ft.) is Fuente Dé. This is the lower station of 
a cable car that will allow us to climb in just four minutes up to 1800 meters 
(6000 ft) altitude.

Depending on the weather of the day it is likely to be a ride through the cloud.
In the upper station, with a clear view, you´ll enjoy to extraordinary landscapes. 
It will be your scenario and, there, you will develop your artwork in the 
Cantabrian Mountains.  

Santoña, Victoria and Joyel Marshes
The Santoña, Victoria and Joyel Marshes Natural Park are an estuary in Cantabria 
that is a national treasure and protected natural park. It is one of the valuable 
ecological wetlands in the north of Spain, and is a winter refuge and migratory 
route used by many species of birds and fishes.

Here fresh water and salt water converge in a magical ceremony given by tides, 
generating a dancing movement of water in a dreamy ecosystem, where 
surprise is the perfect ingredient to dialogue with your work in this amazing 
natural atmosphere.

Liencres, Langre, Loredo, Isla and Noja beaches and cliffs
The Cantabrian coastline is characterized by its deep turquoise colour of the sea 
and stunning beaches and cliffs.
The powers of the sea and the strongest northern wind have eroded capriciously 
the cliffs, giving strange shapes to the rocks that will be perfect sceneries for your 
artwork.



More...

Cantabria

Spain

Every day, after the work session, we´ll meet to share impressions, 
concerns and emotions. 

Consider registering your work in  photography, video or drawing.

If you wish, you can share your work experience in the environment 
with others from around the world using our website.

We propose that you stay in the natural environment to maintain the 
magic and the concept of the art experience. 

• Consult us about the calendar,  dates, options and prices. 



Andrea Juan
Artist and curator

Since 2000 Andrea Juan has illuminated environmental concerns through her photographic work 
and installations using projections, fabrics and objects, created in the natural environments of 
Antarctica and other magnificent scenarios. Juan produced SUR POLAR, an international network 
of environmental artists and a series of exhibitions in Buenos Aires, Madrid, London, Washington, 
Melbourne, Mexico DC, Quebec, Sevilla, Bogota and The Hague.

She is the recipient of the Guggenheim Fellowship, Canada Government Award, UNESCO 
Scholarship, Konex Award; Benin Gold Amazon Award; IV Beijing International Art Biennial Prize, 
China, among others. Recent solo shows have taken place in Bangkok, Denver, Santander, Bilbao, 
Tokyo, Barcelona, Saint Petersburg, New York, Los Angeles, Shanghai, Beijing, Yeosu, Quebec, 
Sofia, Washington and Buenos Aires.    Andreajuan.net



Contact and inquiries

Maitane Arregui

A R T  i n  t h e  O R I G I N 
a r t  e x p e r i e n c e

Cantabria
Spain

sm@smproart.com

produced by:idea and concept:

www.surpolar.org www.smproart.com


